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STAR TREK 


THE MOTION PICTURE 


IS ALSO A 
MARVEL COMICS 
SUPER SPECIAL! 


Featuring art in 
brilliant color by 
DAVE COCKRUM 
and 
KLAUS JANSON! 
Script by 
MARVIN WOLFMAN! 


Exclusive articles, 
interview and photos! 
64 pages 
for only $2.00! 


Marvel Super Special #15 —— STAR TREK —— will be on sale simultaneous to the 
release of the feature film on December 7! 


y " r } 
“NY 


THE FIRST INDICATION THAT. \ HOWARD, LOOK! WHY 

PUBLIC OUTRAGE HAD REACHED | DO YOU THINK ALL 

THE BOILING POINT CAME ONE / THOSE PEOPLE ARE 

OCTOBER DAY INSIDE THE PICKETING A PET STAME. 
ARCADE, A FAMOUS STORE = OUT PET 
CLEVELAND - SHOPPING: _ PERVERSITY! = 


ON A SI 

WARRANTEE AND THE. 
OWNER WON'T TAKE 
‘EM BACK NOW THAT 
THEY'RE GREAT DANES! 


Script: BILL MANTLO Art: GENE COLAN & KLAUS JANSON 
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“THE “DEMONSTRATION FOR DECENCY’ WAS WELL 
UNDERWAY BY THE TIME THE DUCK ARRIVED. .- ia 


(INDEED Nor! WE ARE eee 


HEY, LADY! wer aves? z 
|EBODY_ FINI 


SM DR ou 
THIS PET Srcne fils 


She oN pane 
2 APREA. NCLOTHED IN 


PUBLIC Wee 


--MY WORD 
YOU- YOU'RE A 
WICK, AREN'T YOU, 


SHIRLEY'S A NAKED Duck?! 


FAINTED! WHAT'S: 
GOING ON 


UNDRAPED! 
SCANDALOUS! 
IT-IT TALKS! 


SHORT OF 
EXISTING: 


OTS 2 
SeaReH Me! 


“THAT 1s HOW T FIRST CAME To SET EYES ON THE 
DUCK, THE SUDDEN SILENCE ON THE PART OF THE 
PROTESTERS DRAWING ME TO BF WINFOW. OF FANG 
CLOTHING STORE IN THE ARCADE. 


AH! A TEST OF THE OECENC 
See TTEE'S RESOLVE IF 
THERE WAS ONE /~ 


ME was. NOT yer 
INTERVENE IN PE; 
MERELY WATCHED...AND WAITED. 


$08! DECENCY’ mE = 
WARPED IDEA OF IT ANY- 
Wye YOU_KNOW THI THEIR 
FIRST THEY LEGISLATE 
On CLOTHING 


GIVE IN TO 
THESE Bo706 ¢ ‘3 


WHA fet r 


Sr, 


LET ME GET. 
A THIS STRAIGHT... 


Bl 

Fat THEM ANYMORE! 

THEIR TT H, 

HURT iy SAles iS frre “I'VE 
GOT TO GIVE II 


/ THEN, qty, ace LAWS, IN THE 
Nal ME OF THE PUBLIC DECENCY, 
DEMANDING ths PETS BE 
PANOPLIED AS WELL / 


NO! I WON'T BE COMFORTED! 
I'M MOVING TO DAYTON, WHERE 
PEOPLE ARE NORMAL / ¢ 


I HOPE YOU JOKERS ARE 
OUD OF YERSELVES, 
NESS 


CLEVELAND DOESN'T 
NEED 


/NDECENCY, 
MALLARD! WE PLAN 
ON CLEANING THIS 

TOWN uP/ 


YES, EVEN _IF IT. 
MEANS CLEANING 
\ Tours 


aN (iis 


\ LADY, T'LL TAKE MOST 
ANYTHING -- BUT THAT'S MY 
a \\\\i TAIL YOU'RE |NSULTING / 


_w 


xg 


soe! sos! 


e__| 


YOU_CAN'T DERIDE 


VE ME! 
hed DUCK-FILTH 
IS GOING FOR 
MY THROAT! A 


ABS) 
a t 


7 


“INA MOMENT, THE ‘DEMONSTRATION FOR DECEWCY’ HAS BECOME A 
BLOWN RIOT! 


FULL- 
THE SHAMELESS PUCK: REPRESENTING THE FORCES OF 
IMMODESTY, GAYE AN EXCELLENT A y 


CCOUNT OF HIMSELF -- TEACHING 
THOSE WHOSE COMMITMENT TO DECENCY WAS WEAK, THAT PURITY 
(S$ NOT WON PATA A PRICE!” 


( LORE 4 #/) 


l HOLD ON, Ducky! Buon, 210, YOu CONTAIN IT AN’ | [newowe THE MOB ER, 
I'M COMING / EVER HEAR oO} * Jee PF eee | WD -- THE ‘KK AND 


ESNTAINING 
YOUR ANGER? 


BUILOS | 
aye YER HEAD 
FF, TOOTS / 


aesipess eer 
agg? eee TAIN 


Z_THINK WE 


THEY WERE TRYING NTS. \ DUCKY, LISTEN! 
RON ME! THEY KEPT IT'S MAYO} 

BEAUTIFUL TAILFEATHERS AN‘ KUCINICH ! 

et MEAN “FOR SHAME, Bo Me 


"ET DECE/ 
These Paar PEW BAYS LET ME GOO 
RECORD AS SPPOSING THIS MOVEMENT! 


5, ARE Nor, PEOPLE. LAWS THAT coer 


7 teas ECOME 
2 SAY WS, 
Se 
WHO CLA 


Fk 


Jz BES THEM To GIVE UP THIS 
REPRE eee CAN ENON WHILE. 
IN Tt eM MPAS~ 


IN FoR 
CREATURES WHO KNOW 
NOT WHAT THEY. Bo! a 


(, Vere HIM 
ETTER, DUCKY! 
MEANWHILE, Fun THE 
ee LESION HAS 
SPOTTED US AGAIN/ 


“DESPITE THE “MAYOR'S PSUR | (PLEA, THE DESIGNS OF DECENCY COULD NoT BE THWARTED. ale THE 


DUCK AND BEVERLY FLED AGAIN ? =a 


Ae oa 
“BUT NOT ONCE DID 
A THEY REALIZE THAT 
THE CHASE WAS 
CUNNINGLY PLARNED.. 


oi 
TOOTS IF THIS GOES. 
H Loner | PO 


PSST! IN HERE, Wy / IT'S THAT OR BE TORN \ 

MY FRIENDS, ° APART BY THOSE. \} 

BEFORE THEY . DEMENTED DEFENDERS \ 
us Pas.” P. 


Beer.» 
3 


OF PEceNe DUCKY / (\ 


JUST ONE MORE ]/, AM 1 CON'T BELIEVE IT / 
SECOND. AND YOU'LL : 2 WO 4 WE'RE RIGHT HERE, YET 
BE SAFE! , ‘ THEY SEEM UNABLE To 


THEY'VE 
VANISHED! 


f ay 
RW 2 KNEW IT! 
wy" 


AH, YES. INDEED, HOWARD, -,HAD_I NOT _SUG- 
SUGGESTION |S EVERY- GESTED TO THEM 
THING / FOR INSTANCE, THAT BARE BREASTS 
IT WOULD NEVER HAVE WERE 12.86 
OCCURRED To THOSE } CONSIDERED 
INDECENT / 


ole 


Z'M GLAD You 
ASKEC THAT, 
QUESTION ./ 


IT WAS I9I9, THE “WAR TO END ALL WARS" WAS 
OVER, ANP LIKE THOUSANDS OF OTHER DOUGH- 
BOW: I WAS HOME ANE LOOKI FOR A JOB. 


BuT UNLIKE THOSE Kt zd Ue) 
; THIS IS_MY A BAT_THAT WEARS 
LATEST CLOTHES AND TALKS? 
CREATION, MR oikeCToR, KIO, Tare. am HE 
SIR! A RAT! HE WEARS CvER Eade THING I 


GREETING 
] CARos 


I-I'D PINNED. ALL MY. bores ON Broce, 2 cLomHeD #/? Warr’ 
AYMIE / THERE'S NOTI HAT'S IT! MAYBE I CAN'T 
eer EVERY POOR'S, “etdseo caw TALKING, RATS WeERY 
WELL, BUT T'M SUR 
CAN DESIGN CLSrnEs Hy 


“SO I OPENED MY FIRST SHOP IN “MY CLOTHING ESTABLISHMENTS “MY NAME SOON BECAME A 
BURBANK , CALIFORNIA , CLOTHING MED, SPREADING pomoes, NATIONAL NSTC ON ye ke 
THE RICH ANC CONSERVATIVE DESIGNS WERE BORNE eT 
U DURING THE HABI RDASHERS 
DAY PARADE-- 


Ye AND MOVIE 
THEATERS EVERY- 
WHERE SHOWED MY 
FEATURE FASHION 
FILM, FANTASY? 


CUTE STORY-- BUT WHAT' 
YOUR AUTOBIOGRAPHY, 
GOT TO DO WITH US? 


EVERYTHING, 
HOWARD. . 


IT THE! ND, DECAI 
| CAME. “THE Go's’ IE 70'S -- OMe pele 
| Beans/ BELL - BoTToms! NORMAL Pt te re 7 
CRAZI ea TON: 


Ee LLOW! ORBERIMENT 4 WITH 
| CRAZE! IT Whe SN ERA 
| OF STYLIST! SALES DROPPED! MY STORES 
| PeemisSivences/ BEGAN TO CLOSE/ MY FASHION 
i FILMS_FAILED To ATTRACT 
AU ENG ES / I FACED 


YES, HOWARD -- THE GRAND 
ANSWER | WHICH WOULD SAVE 
ME OM BANKRUPTCY! {FE 
PEOPLE NO_LONGER WORE 
MY CLOTHES... THEN 
AMMALS WOULD ! 


ONE BEHIND THESE 
DEMONSTRATIONS FOR 
DECENCY, THIS LUNATIC 

ORWE TO DRAPE PE DUCKS! 


THINK OF aoe eecr 


1 TEER iE IN 


SE IN PRODUCTION_FOR DRAPING 
DOGS, COVERING CATS,.. 
naan ANE ‘DRESSING Oucks/ 


JO, WALK OUT OF My 
HIDDEN JEATH A 


IN THE WORLD rar WILL LONG REMAINED 
UNCLOTHED / 


panes 


AN! JE I 
REFUSE TA 
COVER UP? 


“NOT JUST DUCKS, HOW ARE ALL ANIMALS, WILD AND DOMESTICATED! 
HOWARD! THINK OF THE SUODEN 
ERI MERE FORCE! 


RYONE IN AME! 
TS Deed GIR LWESTOCK/ AND ONLY 
Se, ONES LAND WUE HAVE THE DESIGNS 


IO, HOWARD 2 Beas 2a 


[NELAWING oF | 33 ee IN FOR: 


YOU'RE INSANE! THERE’ 
THIS SIDE OF THE 
YOU'RE GONNA Cer, 


THIS MALLARD TO PUT O1 


OH, DUCKY, THIS IS TERRIBLE! WITHOUT YOUR CUTE, 
FLUFFY LITTLE TAILFEATHERS PEAKING OUT EeOM 
NEE Nous JACKET YOU-YOU'LL LOSE YOUR 


I KNOW IT, TOOTS, BUT 
WE AN eon MUCH 


I-IT'S SLACKS OR a 
SUICIDE, BEV! — 


AWRIGHT , CLUCK, YOU WIN! 
BUT I’M 'WARNIN’ YA-- THE 


ONE OF THE 
PRIVILEGES 
OF_ POWER, 


OT, TO BE 
FRAIO OF 


wile. SOONER HAD THe 2 FALLEN Fe FOWL STEPPED BEHIND THE | 


H-HOWARD 2! 
YOU MONSTER, 
WHAT_ HAV! 
YOU DONE TO 
MY DUCKY 2/2 


MERELY Moen IFIED 
HIN Of MS, 


PERHAPS THE 
“SAILOR LOOK" IS 
MORE eps ape 

OWA 


AS HE TRIES ON BUT 
THE FIRST OF MY FOWL 
COLLECTION / 


AN' WHADDA YA CALL 
THIS HOT LITTLE 
NUMBER 7 


} y 


I_ THOUGH’ 
fe Lae As 


<> \ Bers SENEY! 


sae iacneety J] 
“HYMIE_THE RAT a7 MY 
DAYS / 


-« (FOUL 
a (PAI 
| rigur! 


AH, THE “SATURDAY NIGHT 
FEVER" FASHION! 


M 

CKET cK 

26 cep Bs 
THE CHILL Te 


THEN GO FORTH INTO THE WORLD { OH, DUCKY, THIS tt HORRIBLE! ISN'T | YEAH, TOOTS! we 
MS SEaBiset as Bae a GAY BE WB Nea POSE 
QUCK FEELS NO SHAME!” y 


A VICTORY 
FOR 
DECENCY! 


PANTS. iy 
(AU BH = 


“AND 50, S/IPNEY 
ERS, 


OFFICIAL OUTFITTERS | | 
To ONE HOW, | 


THE END? 


Enter “‘an age undreamed of”...cross the threshold into the barbaric world of 


CONAN THE CIMMERIAN! 


Follow his lusty, brawling adventures in 
every issue of epic fantasy’s number 
one attraction— 


On sale monthly wherever sorcerous scrolls are sold! 


el Ty slo 72 | 


CLEVELAND. IN THE COZY SUBURB OF BAY IN MOST ORDINARY HOMES ALARM CLOCKS 

VLLASE THE BIRDS SERENADE THE DAWNING OBEY THE DICTATES OF THEIR DESIGNERS 

OF ANOT) "A AND_AWAKE FATHER TO CATCH HIS CAR-POOL, 
MOTHER TO PREPARE BREAKFAST, AND 
ALICE ANP JERRY FOR SCHOOL, 


BUT YOU'RE NOT HERE 
(> ABOUT 


TO REA L/ 
ORDINARY PEOPLE'S 
ORDINARY LIVES, ARE 
YOU ? reg 


NO. YOu ONT To \ 


ALARM, 


PLEASE? 
Fa 


jee 


ITTITTINTT ii) 2 WAAK 2: 
| il 'LARM SURE, TOOTS, 


\ Hi | 
1}| WW TILLSHUOTHE'LARM... 


ua | i 
Script: BILL MANTL Art: GENE COLAN & DAVE SIMONS 


NOT EVEN IN. | 
(OUR SLEEP! ) 


Swsaucit : awnoe, NN | 
You'Re REAL! I'm A 


BELIEVER / I'm-- VT 


[me KULER-CLOCK STRIKES/ ff 


J 
> _ AMAZED THAT 
/ I GOT THROUGH 
AW LEVEN HALE A NIGHTS 
AN SLEEP WITHOUT SOMETHIN’ 
LIKE THIS HAPPENIN’ / 


I'VE BEEN A MAGNET FOR WEIRDOES EVER SINCE 
A SHIFT IN THE COSMIC AXIS DROPPED ME ON THIS. 
WORLD! WHY 2 WHAT IS IT ABOUT ME THAT 
ANGERS BELL-HEAPED_BOZOS, KIDNEY- BREATHED. 
OLP BATS AND CHICKEN-SUITED CRETINS, 
, JUST TO NAME A FEW 2 a 


TELL HIM: DON'T 
DUMP ON THIS. 
DUCK! 


TENTACLED 
TIMEPIECE ! WHOSE STROKE OF GENIUS WERE 
YOU, CLOCK SACOME DEMENTED SCRIPTWRITER 


HORT ON IDEAS 2 


WELL, I WANT YOU TO CARRY A 

MESSAGE BACK TO YOUR CREATOR, 

CLOCK! TBLL HIM I'M TIRED OF 
BEING MESSED WITH / 


HOWARD,_] 
WAS. THAT, 
You? 


ny 


HOWARD 2? 


NUTS! IT'S THIS 
HOUSE, Bev! IT'S 
GOT 


Sooke! 


(T USEDTA | 
BELONG TO THE | 
KIDNEY LADY: 


1D_ CAN 
MASK HE ODOR! J 


TA ep YEAH, T CAN SEE THAT, DUCKY / 
ER--CON'T MIND IF 'T ASK 
WHAT It 16 YouNe SAVED Us 
FROM , THIS TIME, DO YOU ? 


IT HAP OCTOPUS 
ARMS, CLAWS LIKE AN 
apgaeay te pale 


BUT_I'M TELLIN’ YA, 

TOOTS, IT WAS US 

OR IT! I COULDN'T, 
LET... 


OUR NEED 2 
DISENGONELEp 
OUR ALARM 


HOWARD, YOU 
MUST HAVE 
BEEN HAVING 
ANOTHER 
NIGHTMARE. 


UNH-HUH, ADMIT IT, DUCKY-- 
YOU'VE BEEN HAVING ONE 
RE AFTER 


YOU_SAYIN' I'VE 
GOT GEOPHOBIA, TOOTS = 
NAH, THAT EXBLANATION 
WON'T WASH / 


I'VE LIVED IN MOREN 
ONE TOWN SINCE T cor |} 
ROPPED Ai IT TO THE CITY DUMP, YOU'LL 
j XCUSE ME IF I TAKE A 
BATH? 


Y OF 'EM IM- 
PRESSED ME! 


ME, I MORE-OR-LESS ACCEPT 
LIFE'S ABSURDITY. H 


YOURE THE ale ET 
» COULD IT EXPLAIN LIVING WITH 
You @ <j 


ONE WITH 
THE REALITY- / 
HANG-uP,  < 

DUCKY. ge 


SCRUB MY BACK, 
WILL YOU , HOWARD ? 


\ SURE. JUST REMEM- 
Yor i 


UU CAN'T 


AWASH AWAY REALITY-- 


[rus 1S TRUE ROMANCE TOOTS--FI 


PER 
i FRUSTRATION. 
| 


ETY: 
SCENT FANTASY, AN' FIFTY PERCENT. 


I> he | ) 
AVERTED, HOWARD SIGHS AND 
ERO iy SCRUBS HIS LADY'S: BEAUTEOUS 


UNTIL HE NOTICES THAT, CONTRARY TO EXPECTATION, A/S TASK SEEMS TO GET EASIER RATHER THAN 
HARDER WITH EACH REPEATED STROKE--AS /F HE WERE SCRUBBING AIR! 


BEV? 
2 WAAUGHH 2 
- SHE'S 
GONE / 


THAT'S IT-- THAT CLOCK WAS NO DREAM / THE 
NIGHTMARES ARE REAL, MERELY THE FIRST 
PREMONITIONS OF SOME NEW MANIAC ABOUT, 


TO ENTER MY LIFE/ —-- 
2 ee 
pes 


SAID THE SAME THING ABOUT 


DOWN THE DRAIN? IMPOSSIBLE.’ OR ) \ 
I$ IT2 THIS MORNING I WOULPIVE 
KILLER ALARM CLOCKS! 


AN' HE'S GOT BEV, NO 
DOUBT COUNTING ON 
MY fuey: FOR HER 


O-% 


HOWARD? I THOUGHT 
YOU HATED WATER! 


f NEVER MIND. 


GET DRESSED 


YOU JUST DON'T WANT TO FACE THE TRUTH, 
DUCKY, THAT SCENE THIS MORNING, YOUR 
FREAK-OUT (IN THE BATHROOM--OUR LIVES, 
HAVE TAKEN A GIANT, TURN FOR THE 
BETTER ANP THAT SCARES YOU 
SPEECHLESS / 


AWRIGHT, I'LL ADMIT YOU WORKIN! 
AS AN ARTISTS: MODEL AN' ME 
DRININ' A CAB FOR YOUR UNCLE 

A LEE HAS MADE ME ACCUSTOMED 

TO SECURITY-- 


4 
--SO WHY ARE WE 
TAKIN' A GAMBLE ON LOSIN' 
IT BY STARRIN' IN DINO 
DIGITALIS’ NEW Low-BURGET 
SCI FI FLICK ? WE'RE JUST 
MA FOLKS, BEV-- NOT MOVIE 42 
STARS | 9 


IT'S AN ADVENTURE, DUCKY! Y HOLD THE 
A STAB AT THE BRIGHT LiGHTS! MELODRAMA, KIP, 


A CHANCE TO WALK. TH 


7 THIS IS CLEVELAND, }Ie 
YELLOW BRICK ROAD: NOT KANSAS. A 


YOU'RE NOT DOROTHY AN' I'M 
DEFINITELY NOT YOUR FAITHFUL 
LITTLE DOG, TOTO. 


MR. DIGITALIS ISN'T __ YI 
MAKING THAT KIND OF 
MOVIE, HOWARD NOW 
EAT YOUR BREAK- 
FAST, HUH & 


BEV, 00 I GE THE 
B IMPRESSION THAT I'M IN- 
TO INFANTIC/PE _OR 
SOMETHING ? 


= ¢ T'LL GIVE YOU A 


HINT WHAT'S WHITE 


THING ABOUT EATING-— 


zm Aor Le re PRO 
Bh Ee MAL 
ANCIAL WIZARD 


THOUGHT THAT Tee, DUCK'S Ju Hi wd FOR NOTHING -- T° 
DOWNFALL WOULD BE CHA f 
BROUGHT apour pn OS eae 
AMERICAN 
BREAKFAST / 


FOR MONTHS HAYE T BROODED 
OVER MY re LOSS OF 
THE COSMIC_KEY, TAKING ODD. 
JOBS TO CIE HAN MYSELF -— 


-- WHILE SEARCHING FOR A NEW KORE: BANK--A 
Depository OF MYSTICAL MIGHT WHERE T COULD BORROW 
THE MOS I NEED AGAINST MY Acquisition, W WITHIN 

HOURS, OF THE COSMIC DIVIDEND.’ 


I HAVE ALSO 
FOUND ALLIES 
WHO WILL AIDE 
ME IN WREGTING 


= 3% 


RISE, MY. 
POWERFUL LITTLE 
PALATABLES! LET 
US PREPARE A 
WAR WELCOME 

HOWARD 


THE. STENCH OF SORCERY AN? SIZZLING BRIDPLE-GREASE PERMEATES THE OLD RAILROAD TERMINAL, 
AND IN RESPONSE PRO RATA'S BREAKFAST LEAVES HIS PLATE ANP. DANCES IN THE STALE AIR.,, CASTING 
HUGE OMINOUS SHAPOWS ON THE CAVERNOUS: WALLS / 
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IT WAS SO SWELL OF You YHMMM. IT DOESN'T 
To AWWOW US TO WIVE IN } LOOK LIKE PAUL'S 


MEANWHILE, BACK IN BAY VILLAGE. J 
\ 


d{ MORNING, WINDA. HOW ARE] THE DOWNSTAIRS HALF OF/ BEEN OFF HIS SINCE 
) YOU AND PAUL GETTING 4 | THE House TILL WE 


GET_BACK ON OUR 
\__ Feer. 


I'M AFWAIP HE'S. 
STILL IN A COMA 
I FEEL so sowwy 
L__FOR HIM. ‘ 


THE RINGMASTER CAUSED US YEAH? HOW COME THE 

ALL A LOT OF GRIEF, BUT IN A} GARLIC WE HUNG OUT- 

PAUL'S CASE IT MAY BE \ SIDE DION T KEEP 

PERMANEN’ YOU AWAY 

ER--EXCUSE ME ? 
I WAS --AH-- 
LOOKING FOR 
MISS KLADY.., 


IT'S REAL SIMPLE 
THIS_KLADY PAME 
YOU'RE LOOKIN' FOR 
WAS ACTUALLY A 


THIS PLACE AS A 
HEADQUARTERS FOR HEI 
ORGANIZATION OF ONE, 
KIDNEY WATCHDOSS 
OF AMERICA / 


Y AH-HAH! Now 
WE'RE GETTING 
DOWN TO IT! i 
GOTTEN YER 
RENT, RIGHT ? 


MEzZ WHY I'M 
(217, DEGREE, 
THE LANDLORD! 


MIS ASTONISHMENT CHANGING TO DELIGHT AT THE SIGHT [a 
OF GREENBACKS, LANDLORD PICKERS WITH DUCK LINTIL 
Ha AND 1S NEW TENANT COME 7O TERMS, BOTH SIDES 
FEELING EQUALLY RIPPED OFF pen 


a 


THANKS FOR OFFERING 
TO DRIVE US DOWN- 
TOWN , UNCLE LEE. 


THERE'S OUR WINDA WILL 
RIDE TO THE (a SIGN THE 
. LEASE FOR US, 
MR. DEGREE. 


| ES Neee dis ie ENE 
‘Srne BESIDES, TAKING YOU IN A 
> COMPANY CAB IS DEDUCTIBLE. 


ETT 
HOWIE ARE GONNA PUT 
THIS TOWN, ON THE 

: MAP/ 


CLEVELAND 
1S ON THE 
MAP, CLAUDE. 


STICK TO AUTO 
Ay-prospesics AND 


LEAVE CARTO. 

GRAPHY TO THE 
EXPERTS, 
CLAUDE! 


BE. 
THINK 
BEV A 


A SHORT TIME LATER, INHALING THE FRAGRANT BRcezes OFF LAKE ERIE AS THEY CRUISE ALONG EUCLID 
AVENUE, THE TRAVELERS REACH THE/R DESTINATION... POWNTOWN CLEVELAND. ; 


THANKS, LNBE HOW IN HECK DID DINO 
LEE-- DIGITALIS ~ = LORD OF THE 
+ | WA - GET 


‘ELAND 
Hin UNION TERM 
Ae A MOVIE TUbicz 


‘ ZA — fa 
HOWARP PONPERS_THAT QUESTION AS HE ANP BEVERLY ENTER 
THE LOOMING PORTALS OF THE LANDMARK BUILDING.» j 


Continued on following page, 
26 


Now On Sale! (un Zel Re) (oy 


IF YOU DIG 
THE HARD-FIGHTING HEROES 


OF ROBERT E. HOWARD- 


DON’T MISS 
MARVEL PREVIEW #19! 


MARVEL PREVIEW FEATURING 


KULL 


THE DESTROYER 


oom 
a & 


TH) 


STORIES AND ART 

BY ROY THOMAS, 

SAL BUSCEMA, 

TONY DEZUNIGA, 

JOHN AND MARIE SEVERIN, 
AND OTHER 
BULLPEN GREATS! 


‘NUFF SAID? (Ua ayn BL 


: ot eee 
vn UNTIL THEY STAND 
[Be] STARING AWESTRUCK 
NY Ar THE GLAMOROUS | 
e | 


UNDERGONE. 
HOWARD, I--T DON'T }? 
BELIEVE IT! IT'S 
LLY’ , RIGHT, 
HERE IN CLEVE- 
LAND / 


Ser 7 


C 
BUT, DESPITE H/S GRUEF DEMEANOR, HOWARD IS Veg 
Mm, (ED --AND SCARED. NOTHING DINO = f} 
DIGITALIS HAD TOLD THEM PREPARED HIM FOR ie WHE | i aee ae . We: 
THE OVERWHELMING SCHMALTZ OF THE “HOLLY- HE WAS HOPING HE WOULDN'T HAVE TO FULFILL 
WOOP EXPERIENCE”. “s Mi 


Avs | 
| 
Sr TTT Y YESTERDAY'S FOOLISH AGREEMENT TO ACT IN 
=p EY) a DIGITALIS" NEW FILM. NOW /T LOOKS INEVITABLE. 
MMMM ee eae VT 


UH, MISS? ) [THEN LOOK NO FARTHER, 
EXCUSE MEY | SIGNORE DUCK! WELCOME, 
Eur | WELCOME TO LIG/; WTR. 


PRODUCTIONS: Mi 
OHH \ i |HOME OF THE STARS! 
yu MUST aU etectle 
BE THE 


NEW / 


YEH. THAT'S 
RIGHT. I'M 


LOOKING FOR 
MR. DIGITALIS. 


| You've TURNED CLEVELAN 
INTO TINSEL- TOWN / 


I GOTTA ADMIT I WAS = : 
| SKEPTICAL, DINO, BUT THE GUY 
ID I'M REPLACIN' 


THATSA CORRECT, HOWARD/ T “ALMOST >r CANCELLED } 
PRODUCTION, DESPAIRING OF EVER FINDING A “SHORT” | 
ACTOR FOR MY NEW SCIENCE FICTION EPIC! BUT 
NOW, WITH YOU IN THE LEAD ROLL, 2U/CK 
ROGERS WILL PROCEED AS PLANNED / 


inne Sa A MOONSCAPE WHERE 
[TRAIN USEPTA ROLL! 
\ T DUNNO, PINO-- 1S ALL 

THe REALLY ME 2 


. ee Oe Se a 


I WOULD SAY THE PART 

WAS 7AILOR-MADE 

FOR YOU, FRIEND 
FOWL! 


HOWARD, BEVERLY-- ALLOW ME 

TO INTROPUCE MY ACCOUNTANT, 

THE REAL GENIUS BEHIND THE 

SUCCESS OF DIGITALIS 
PRODUCTIONS ! 


BUT. WHAT /T /S ABOUT THE ACCOUNTANTS FINGERNAILS THAT AROUSE 
SUSPICION ESCAPES HOWARD AS PINO DIGITALIS HUSTLES HIM AND 
SERVICE EVER AUDIT. BEVERLY ACROSS THE MAMMOTH MOVIE STUDIO. 


DIGITALIS PRODUCTIONS’ 
Books / IT WAS MY ACCOUNTANT WHO SUGGESTED 
BOTH YOU AND MS, SWITZLER FOR THE 
HERO AND HEROINE, HOWARD. (1 \\ I 


{1 

ac \ 

| t 

| | Ay 

| 
| 
\| 
I 
THAT MAN/CLIRE \ BUT AREN'T YOU TAKIN! A GAMBLE; 
BEFORE ? a CASTIN' TWO UNKNOWNS, DINO 2 


I PLACE ALL MY FAITH IN MY 

ACCOUNTANT, HOWARD, AND HE'S 

SURE THIS FILM WILL GROSS- 
OUT STAR WARS! 


TACKY. OUR STARS ARE 
SLIPPING. LT HOPE THAT 
AIN'T A PREMONITION / 


ER-- DON'T 


CHANGE INTO 

YOUR COSTUMES. IY I'LL MEET 
WILL AWAIT You YOU_OUT. 
ON THE SET. HERE, DUCKY. 


YES, OF COURSE! HOW SILLY OF mE! 
BUT HERE ARE YOUR DRESSING ROOMS! 


AND, ONCE SHUT (NSIDE HIS “DRESSING RO 


DID LT 


ALL LOW- BUDGET. 


<——- a. y 
— 
RI 


Cee at 
| SOME HORNY LITTLE DEVIL PUNCHE! 
HT THROUGH THe WALLEOARE 
PEEK INTO THE LADIES ROOM. 


me? BEV’S AWFUL PRETTY--FOR 
AHAIRLESS APE,THAT IS. 


BuT someTHING PUY 


WILL DULL HIS. 
THINKING! 7 


HE MUST NOT 
SUSPECT UNTIL IT 
IS TOO LATE THAT 
THE MGHTMARES. 
HE HAS SUFFERED 2 
SINCE COMING TO 
CLEVELAND ARE you] 
~ MORE THAN 


~ 
“HMM, SEEMS I'M 
NOT THE ONLY ONE 
WITH THAT PROBLEM. 


--JUST AS THIS Movie Z 
STUDIO IS LESS THAN 
REALITY! ALL ARE _ 
THE MYSTIC 

CREATIONS OF hk 
PRO RATA S 


i eae ee meses 
\ IE 
tips SAFETY DEPOSIT DIMENSION FROM 
N WHICH THEY WERE BORROWED-- 


eS WA 


HOWARD THE DUCK HAS 


¢ --THAT. I MAY iNCURE NO 
/é UNNECESSARY EXPENSE UNTIL 
PROVIDED WHAT I DESIRE! 


E 

CHIEF. ACCOUNTANT 

CCE THE ENE EE 
ee a 


c 


AND SINCE ALL WERE HIRED BY THE 
HOUR TO MAINTAIN THE LUS/ION OF 
REALITY UNTIL HOWARD COULD Be 
many LURED INTO MY TRAP-- 


WHERE WITH J - iN 
| SOME LUCK-- ZA Toots 2' 


cae 


I MUST POSSESS THE 2 
GEM KEY GerorRE 


| 


| | mes YY I WISH T 


se COULD SAY You 
} HALCUCINATIN' 
OTS - 

a As Hi] i\ : 
7 4. i \ \@ 
7 | ii | \ | i 

5 | \ rm | y KY N 
of 
| 

Ye ¢ * 

S TIL 
Ton a saa 


1 : “- BUT THEN I'p BE 
INCRIMINATING MY- 
SELF, ‘CAUSE I, DON'T 
SEE IT, TOO! 


REMEMBER @ IT 
DON'T MATTER! 
WE'RE NOT Go! 


Th 
PRO RATA 
GESTURES 
HYPNOTICALLY-- 


--ANP UNION 
TERMINAL 
IES A 


STUFF YOUR_) THIS COSTUME 
POCKETS AND } DOESN'T HAVE 


NOR WILL YOU FIND AN 

EXIT UNBARRED TO YOU, 

MS SWITZLER/ I SUGGEST YOU 
CEASE YOUR RUNNING ANP TELL 
ME WHAT I WISH TO HEAR! 


SURE! WHY DIENT | | S/LENCE, 
You SAY S0zG0 | 

AMEAD. DUCKY -- 
TELL HIM WHAT INFORMATION 


HE | 
WANTS TO HEAR! I SEEK! 


MaAyeE T 
| PICKED THE 
| WRONG CATEGORY! 


| NEXT TIME T'LL 
| TRY_ “PRESIDENTS 
OF THE U.S,"/ 


HEAD _FOR 
COVER, TOOTS! IT'S. 


eer oven au 
AHHH, YOU'RE LOVELY WHEN YOU 
SMILE -- MAGIC |S ALIVE-- WIZARDS 
MAKE BETTER LOVERS ~~ SORCERY 


NOT REALLY RAINING 


STOCK. 
RAIN, Y'KNOW! 


CLOSED HIGH ON THE NEW 
YORK EXCHANGE... 


WANT IS THAT WHICH IS RIGHTFULLY 

MINE -- THE JEWELED KEY To THE 

COSMIC CALCULATOR THAT I 

MIGHT BECOME CHIEF ACCOLINT- 
ANT OF THE LUINIVERSE! 


“., THE NIGHT 
YOU FIRST SET 


eYES UPON "a pee i 
FOVARD TNE ‘s hi 3 ‘ THE CEREMOMAL AXE: 
DUK I . / iZE IT. DEFEND 

YOURSELF 


WHAT THE HECK? 
AWRIGHT, LADY, READY 


“BUT PEERING WITHIN THE TOWER WINDOW, HOWARD ea i alee 
BEHELD A SIGHT WHICH ERASED SUICIDE FROM HIS Mi ee y) 


Y-YOUIRE A DUCK! 
77 [ 60_YOU HAIRLESS 


APES KEEP 
REMINPING ME. 


A 
7 _ STUCK IN 
THIS STUPID-Jae 
/ <'M THE PRISONER 
OF AMADMAN! You 
MUST SAVE ME! 


THE DOG'S CHANGIN! 
INTO A HAIRLESS APE! 
SWELL! T COME HERE 
TO WIPE ME OUT-- 


=-AND_WIND_UP A 
MURDERER! 


IAVING INADVERTANTLY SLAIN MY AV/RED, 
BARBARIAN, HOWARD LEFT NO CHOICE 
BUT TO_RECRUIT HE HIMSELF AS A 
REPLACEMENT /” 


ABOUT FACTS 
h WE ALL KNOW? 


LET HM, Bev! I's ONLY 


THOSE WHO FORGET THE PAST 
WHO'RE POOMEP TO REPEAT IT! 


WELL, WE 


OLE 


LOVELY MS. SWITZLER AGAIN TO_TH 
SION WHEREIN LAY THE GEM KEY/ 


WE- WE'RE 
FALLING / 


S 


/ 


GOT 
TRA EORTC 


WHO TRIED TO 
SLAY US. 
NOW WHAT 2 


i 


WE HIE TO THE C/TA. 


lar'S WHE! 


DEL 
FURR UP AHEAD! 
RE, PRO RATA, SAYS 


THE GEM KEY |S KEI 


I FOUND IT IN YOUR 
BREAST POCKET 
WHEN PRO RATA 
ORDERED ME TO-- 
ER-- CHANGE YOUR 
CLOTHES / zs 


NOW JUST LET ME 


YOU TAKE MY 

HELMET AN? HOLD 

IT UNPER THE 
GEM KEY-- 


COGITATE A SECOND OR 
0. 607 (7! 


4 SAH, BUT THERE IS NO NEED TO DISPATCH YOU AND THE EE 
AT OTHER DIMEN- 


LIKE WE'VE 
LANDED -- 
KINDA Ma 


ZV 


HOME WAS 
NEVER LIKE 
THIS, KIDDO! 
YOU ‘OKAY 2), 


{ AWRIGHT, JUST LET ME 

THINK. NUTS, I WISH I 4 

QOOH..,.! WE HAVE To HAP A CIGAR! 

REACH IT OR PRO : 

RATA WILL ABANDON 
US HERE! << 


y 
AAS 


IN HELP. 
YOU WITH THAT. 
LOOK IN YOUR _¥ 
SCABBARD, DUCKY. 


UH-OH! WHEN 
WE PULLED OFF 


I BUT You WERE ACCOMPANIED IN YOUR FLIGHT FROM THAT OTHER, DIMENSION 
Wome OY THAT FIERCE BAHND-BIRD, WEREN'T YOU, HOWARD # 
I'LL WORRY - . 


) LATER OVER WHETHER 4 NO/ THIS WASN'T. 
I BELIEVE ANY OF y MEANT TO HAPPEN! T 
MUST'VE HIT THE 
WRONG DECIMAL ON 
THE COSMIC 
CALCULATOR! 


KEY! IT'S OUR 


SURELY YOU REMEMBER 
HOW THAT DAY ENDED? 


@ oa? @ 
--SNATCHED THE 
GEM-KEY FROM 
RE AYING HIM-- j 


AN' T DON'T LIKE THE IMPLICATIONS ! 
RATA_AND THAT LEATHER- WI 
OSTRICH TOTALLED THE SNe. CARD 
TOWER! 


THE MAGICIAN 
TOOK THE LONG 
FALL TRYIN’ TO 
TOTAL ME... 


“--UNTIL A FIRE-BOAT 
OUTTA CLEVELAND 
COME BY To INVESTI- 
GATE WHAT SET THE 
peared RIVER 


NEEDLESS To SAY I 
SURVIVED MY FIERY FALL 
AND SET ABOUT REIN- 
VESTING MY REMAINING 
MYSTICAL ent FOR 
THE DAY WHEN I 
WOULD HAVE YOU IN 
MY POWER! 


4 


ZB 
BZ 


“AN! WEBHEAD 
TOOK AFTER THE 

| OVERGROWN PARA- 
| KEET, HITCHIN! A 


I DION'T HEAR 
IF HE EVER 
CAUGHT _UP 
| WITH IT, THOUGH! 


.AN' WE'IRE LEFT 


WITH THIS HERE 
GEM KEY, TOOTS! 


THE PRECEDINS FLASHBACK 
WAS BROUGHT TO YOU COURTESY 
OF THE COLOR HOWARD THE 
DUCK #/ COMIC -- RICK. 


GEM KEY -- THE 
GREATEST AY4SCAL 


HOWARD, 
DIDN'T YOUR 
MOTHER EVI 

TELL YOU THAT 
HONESTY 
ISN'T ALWAYS 


THE BEST 
POLICY # 


YOu HAVE {RUINED ME A BUT_UNTIL THAT 
SECOND FOWL! I 
HAD 24 Hours TO 


MOMENT, HOWARD, T 
_ \ eevianineebdSeay HELP ? WAY 
ERY WHY OoNn'T 
TO MAKE YOU Pay’ Gu ASK ME, THEN 
| I'pP BE PELI SHTED 4 
LEND A HAND (-ER--T 
IN, FIN! 


ON, BEV 
MEHOW, 


WELL, WHY 
NOT? IT'S NO 
MORE IMPOSSIBLE 
THAN A TALKING 
QUCK, YOU KNOW 


Y | BESIDES, PRO RATAIS SPELL HAS ALTERED 
| THE REALITY |NSIDE UNION TERMINAL. THE 
OPERATING AXIOM FOR THIS NEW FINANCIAL 


OTHER- VERSE WE FIND OURSELVES IN 
|S: ANYTHING THAT'S, /NCON- 
; CEIVABLE 1S! — 


OKAY-- BUT WHAT. 
IN A TOY_ SUPERMARKET 
—W LOCKE 


Me 7 DO 
AGAINST A MAP MAGICIAN? 


OF COURSE. YOU HAVEN'T FED THE 
QUARTER INTO MY COMV- + 


I'M PRESSIN'! THE 
BUTTON THAT SAYS “TWO 
RIDES FOR A QUARTER” }N 
BUT I'M GETTIN’ ZILCH/ 


HOWARD, LET!S SEE 
YOU NEED IF THIS 
CHANGE © BABY CAN... 


{__.. DELIVER, oe 
WAALUBHH 5] 4p 


Ua 


WITH A MIGHTY BURST OF SPEED, THE COIN-OPEKATED ROCKET ¢. SAVES ITS FEPASTAL BEHIND, BEARING 
FOWL AND FEMALE FORWARD INTO BATTLE... 


=] 


44 


SLUT HOWEVER, NEITHER was = FOOLISH 
— 'BNOUGH TO CONFRONT ONE TE 
LISPECTED OF HAREORING THE, 
COSMIC GEM KEY ALONE ! 


PRO RATA'S 
HEX IS PASSING OVER 


OINER WE SAW BACK 
Se UNION TERMINAL / 


AVE FOUN > 

MN) ALLY_IN ORPER-TO-Go! 
THIS MYSTICAL - A nN 
OTHER-VERSE, 
HOWARD ? I 


couNTED } 
ON THAT Ag 


NO, THEY 
DON'T 
\ PELIVER 


BUT_IN THIS CASE, THE ABANDONED 
DINER WILL DO FAR MORE THAN MERELY 
GELIVER! east - 


| (74S STILL WELL 
ZA BEFORE | A.M. IN 

THIS_OTHER 

DIMENSION.» 


i, 


IND. UPON RECE/PT, 
THE_AMOUNT 


45 


GNASH THEM! MASH THEM Nee 
LEND THEN! END THEM! 


BREAKFAST 2 
HE'S GONNA 
MAKE US LOSE 
OUR LUNCH. BY 
ATTACKING US 

WITH 
tts 


~ 


A. LIKE IT OR NOT, DUCKY, IT LOOKS LIKE... WE HAVE 
7O FIGHT THE 


THAT HORRIBLE CHORTLE! 
HOWARD, DO SOMETHING -- 


y M 7 
THE MOON, AND, 
LET ME PLAY 

AMONG THE STARS... 


AND WE'RE INTO A PAPC MONEY, 
ELT --NOT A QUARTER iN See 


DUCKY, I FOUND 
ANOTHER QUARTER! 


= WOULDN'T YOU LIKE 49 
he. ee CO 0, TO FLY IN M tg 
Bye %y ? BEAUTIFUL BALLOON... 


G 
Za 


OF STICKY ORANGE CONCEN - 


4 
Sin \ | 
1h QUARTERS 
OR NO. 
A QUARTERS -- 


ANP I WIND UP WITH ZO.GALLONS | V 


TRATE |N MY HAIR! THAT DOES IT! 7 


~~ Ne eS 


R OCKING 
RUST- BUCKET |S 
GONNA GET US 
OUT OF HERE! 


Sy ACRENALIN - 
RACIN', KID. 


--AN! CARRIED 
THIS BATTLE 
BACK TO THE 
BREAKFAST / 


I 
SA 


EPEAT 


IT HIM WHERE IT 
Yuet "Te Noe -SWEET- 
Hear» 

OLD BREADBASKET! bg 


eho 


mh (ih ct 7 = 


GE 


THAT'S RIGHT, RATA! NOW FF ] 
WATCH WHAT 100 To THe J 
‘ST OF YOUR KILLER 4 
GDMESTIBLES Bev? HIGHER THAN A / MOON ROCKET! 
5 SUPERMARKET { KEEP CLIMBIN’ / J 


YEAH, T SEE-- AND! 
I FEEL/IS THIS | 
YOUR WAY OF 
FIGHTING 
BACK # 


| o-bucky, i's YS 
G-GETTING 


UNH -UNH, 
KIPLO! LISSEN, 
IF WE'RE 
FREEZIN' UP 

HEI é 


(By COMMITTING 
| SuiciPe AND 
DEPRIVING THE 


THE JOY OF 
LK“LING US! 


ae 
-- IMAGINE WHAT THE 


EY COL MUST BE DoIN' | 
fi TO_THE L/QUIP DUC OF | 
PS THE ESGS-MEN: 

L COFFEE AND OF! | 


7 Pp ead 
T PON'T. BELIEVE 
IT! DUCKY, you'RE | 


{> 


YEAH , BUT 


THAT STILL 


eS 


THE RUN! 
a 


P --AN' OPEN 
yj g ur ON'EM 
ff With THE 
“Sarréee 
NAH! ‘cause WK 


YE) PT THE LAST 
YA MINUTE WE'RE 
INNA PU! 


HowarRr's Am| N& 
1S TRUE, | 
s 


SHATTERING 
EYECLOP'S |- 


|... WHICH THEN DOUSES SIZZLER WITH 
| /TS VISCOUS YELLOW FLUID! 


6S 


DUCKY, we're WAR] [By Gon’ (Come, COWL! FORWARD 
DOWN To ouR JA #7 AFTER THE 2 TO. FACE THE Zine 
ABSOLUTE 7 HEA P AZOUNTING! 
QUARTER! } | | HISSELE! \ at eae, 

3 ; SA 


| (THROUGH A.SEARING SLEET OF | 
SINISTER “SORCERY THE LITTLE 
SPACESHIP BEARS HOWARD AND 


(TS. CLATTERING COIN-BOX OF. 
A HEART CLOSE TO pene: 
High RICKETY ROCKET ceils 


YEAH! BUT HOW MUCH 
LONGER? FRO RATA'S. 
SPELLS ARE STRIPPIN 
ROCKET To SCRAP METAL! ONLY ONE CHANCE... 


Bri, AE (yeervenmemeae |) BNO 
G ILL RE’ 
LOOES IT HURT py Me TO ITS rove MLL REVERT ww N 


HMMM. BUT MAYBE sl ls 
HOWARD'S FIGURED THAT | y W 
OUT FOR HIMSELF /” Jos V 


| fASr WORDS, 
WIZARDZ NO? 

| e000, THEN 
LeT Me 


| 1 feayine you 
if! y 3 SPELLED: 
SOCKS 


LISTEN, NO 
THIS IS. REAL. " TELL YOUR 
BOYER DUCKERIEND “eels 
IF HE DEFEATS PI 


¥ _'S'AWRIGHT, Vy BUT BEFORE THAT HAPPENS zy 
‘NY TOOTS! T Love } MAY STILL HAVE THE PER- 
- SA ELEMING: ‘ SONAL SATISFACTION OF 


RENDING YOU FEATHER- 
FROM - FEATHER ! 
eee 


HOWARD, TES 
QUT, HE -- ! OF 
SHOUILON'T FAV NE 
goig la 200; 

SHOUL! 


MY TIME 1G ALMOST UP, >, HOWARD! 
SOON THE ASTICAL ALL DITOR WiLL 


GEM KE: 
HAVE NOTHING TO SHOW HIM! 


SURE, IN HIGBEE'S ONCE WHILE IT 


OBOY! THE WIZARD'S FALL IS CREATING A 
SUCTION IN SPACE-- A VAST VORTEX! IT'S. 
LIKE SOMEONE PULLED THE PLUG ON 


MY POWER, IT'S GONE -- 
REPOSSESSED / T 
CANNOT SAVE MYSELF! 
THE WHOLE WORKS... 


(92 y 
BUT IF I AM TO PERISH, 


THEN I WILL DRAG THIS 
ENTIRE FISCAL OTHER - 


., CAUSIN' A , 
‘SION ON A 


DEPRES. 
VERSE POWN WITH ME! COSMIC SCALE / 


iy 

DUCKY, WHAT 
(S ITZ WHAT'S <S 

| HAPPENING #7 

f/ YY 6 


Y | a" Ge 
fF /IT'S THE BIS 


ONE, TOOTS, THE 
FAME, THE 
COLLAPSE, THE 

\ WORKS! : 


Liga 
j gua 
i Oa 
j bi 
ft (ft 


if’ 
‘t 
NI S 
: 


"a 
| pe) 
me Hs 
4 es2f 
“ESE8 C7 
Dao — 
as BUT WHATEVER YA CALL IT, 
g IT'S STILL... 


OMIGOSH! T USED To HEAR} 


MOMMY AND DADDY. TALK, 
ABOUT THE DEPRESSION ! 


HOWARD, T-T DON'T. THINK 


I CAN x POVERTY ! 


v 


ME _ME TWO AVERA 
y APELUENT AMERICANS BC BORN 
= DURING THE FIFTIES THAT 
ZY, CAN BEV! 


BUT THERE'S STILL _A CHANCE! THE MOON 
ROCKET SAID_EVERYTHING IN THIS NUTSO 
OTHER-VERSE WAS AN ILLUSION y, 
CREATED BY PRO RATA! / 


Be Ee 
AS \T SLIPS DOWN |NTO 
RECESSION f 


WE GOTTA ACT, TOOTS! GIVE 
UP OUR HOLDINGS, TAKE THE 


FEAR, PLUCKING AT THEIR. 
HEARTSTRINGS, HOWARP AND 
BEVERLY LEAP (NTO 
LNCERTAINTY. 


WHILE ALL AROUND THEM, PRO 
RATA'S. FINANCIAL OsHOS 
CONTINUES TO CRUMBLE, 


IS IS THE 
warring oe 


TERMINAL vf 


PREPERRE D 
KANSAS. 


PANDING ae 
SOFTER, 


HOME, AND THROUGH 
pil ACTING AND 


MOPELLING ISN'T 
ALL THAT BAD! ms 


TO_WHICH WE'RE 
l ACCUSTOMED / 


AND YOU WANT TO KNOW. 
SOMETHING ELSE, MY SEXY. 
LITTLE BALL_OF FEATHERS? 

I LOVE You’ 


FEELING'S 
MUTUAL!“ 


Welcome to this, the first install- 
ment of Wise-Quacks to appear in 
the all-new HOWARD THE 
DUCK MAGAZINE! 

Needless to say, while our new 
format provides us greater room 
for experimentation with every- 
‘one’s favorite fowl, likewise this 
column provides you—our readers 
—with a forum in which to air 
your views. Every issue we'll seek 
to publish the most thought-pro- 
voking (or merely madcap) mis- 
sives concerned with Howard (or 
life in general). This page is thus 
thrown wide open to you, to do 
with as you wish—be it to com- 
ment, to complain, to quibble, to 
quip, to praise, to pan, or just to 
air your dirty laundry (but not too 
dirty; this is, after all, a family 
magazine!). In return, we pledge to 
actually sitgdown and read what- 
ever insanity you send our way. 
How’s that for evenhandedness? 

Oh, before we forget, this first 
column will deal with those letters 
regarding the last two issues (HTD 
#'s 30 & 31) of the late-lamented 
HOWARD THE DUCK color 
comic. Next ish we hope to run 
your reactions to our HOWARD 
THE DUCK MAGAZINE f1! 

WAAUGHH!! 


Dear Bill, Gene and Jim, 

The departure of Steve Gerber 
was a sudden shock to me, and one 
that filled me with all kinds of 
dread and apprehension. This 
series had reached such high levels 
of artistic success, and its charac- 
ters had become so real and special 
...Well, it seemed to me a new 
writer was bound to shake that up 
abit. 

Credit must go to you, Bill, for 
making the transition as painless as 
possible. The last two issues of the 
HOWARD THE DUCK color- 
comic have shown that you already 
know Howard pretty well, and that 
you have an appropriately weird 
sehse of humor, But they also fore- 
shadowed a couple of things that 
are going to disturb me if they 
aren’t taken care of. 

First off, there’s the little matter 
of Howard and Beverly. It was be-. 
coming more and more obvious to 


| me that’Gerber was intending to 


either break them up for good, or 
else to develop a serious rift in 
their relationship. This crushed me 
but, like Howard, I grew to accept 
it. After all, their life together has 
always been a little rocky, and all 
things must pass. Sorry, Bill, but I 
just don’t accept or believe that 
their relationship could ever be the 
same after the events in HTD #’s 
18-27. Your sudden solution to the 
problem in HTD #31 was perhaps 
the worst part of yout debut. It 
was almost as if you were playing a 
stage manager who, knowing full 
well that the theater is on fire, 
nevertheless goes on stage all 
smiles to tell the audience that 
everything is peachy-keen. See 
what I mean? If you really felt that 
you had to do something about the 
fire (How & Bev’s relationship) 
you could have gradually PUT IT 
OUT instead of just ignoring it 
with your little dose of sugar-and- 
spice. 

One of thegreat things about the 
humor in this series has been that it 
has always arisen from the charac- 
ters or the situations; rarely, if 
ever, has it been laid over then or 
shoved down their throats. You 
did very well at this in your first 
two times at bat, with ‘only one 
major exception: your decision to 
have Dr. Bong’s speeches consist 
almost entirely of bad one-liners. 
Lines like: ‘*What light from yon- 
der finger breaks?” were just piti- 
ful. Come on, Bill. Howard de- 
serves better than ha-ha lines, and 
so do we readers. Dr. Bong was 
perhaps the most formidable 
enemy Howard has ever faced (ex- 
cepting, of course, society itself) 
and you turned him into a clown. 

Now, admittedly, I’m a Gerber 
“fan” and so I’m prejudiced. So, 
just for the record, I have to admit 
that the sight of five little Bongs 
running around was enough to 
crack up the Great Stoneface that I 
was determined to maintain 
throughout the entire reading. 
That gag was funny in a blatant, 
visual, gut-level way. However, the 
element that was really much fun- 
nier (and also more intrinsic to the 
series) was the bit in which 
Howard managed to escape the 
battle in the hospital corridor, only 


to have the springs in his armored 
shoes bounce him right back up to 
the very place he’s escaped from. 
Excellent! 

I'm also very glad that you've 
not gone the route of Marv Wolf- 
man and the HTD newspaper strip 
by turning Howard into a gag-strip 
...at least, you haven’t complete- 
Jy! Iron Duck was the sort of silly 
situation I thought had ended 
when Howard became possessed of 
(by) the Son of Satan. Not too 
many of those sort of plots, please. 
They're too easy, too much of a 
crutch to use in place of real 
humor, 

1 am looking forward to the new 
HOWARD THE DUCK MAGA- 
ZINE, even in black-and-white. It 
will hopefully mean that the more 
saccharine elements of the past few 
issues of HTD will be replaced by 
more sophisticated humor, conflict 
and comment that Howard became 
known for. If you can’t do it, Bill, 
nobody can. 

I don’t feel that I can say any- 
thing about the artwork that every- 
body doesn’t already know. Gene 
Colan is Howard! I'd heard 
rumors that he was going to be 
leaving the series, and I’m glad 
that isn’t true, 

Douglas Thornsjo 
Bessey Ridge Road 
Albion, ME 04910 


Bill, 

HTD #31 was a success, and 
you've passed through your first 
challenge, finishing off unfinished 
business (although I hope you're 
really not going to spend all your 
time plugging unplugged holes in 
the Gerber continuity!) and clear- 
ing the boards for the Bill Mantlo 
version. 

One thing missing, vitally 
important to the character, was 
Howard’s anger. He’s not nega- 
tive, he’s angry! He really should 
not have faced a trip to the valley 
of death with such passivity. His 
anger is an element that should 
really be stressed in the future. 
Angry is as close to caring as 
Howard can get, and I'd like to see 
him develop as a more effectual 
person. (I imagine you read the 
Neal Adams interview in The 
Comics’ Journal which was really 
on-target about a lot of this mag’s 
faults. Under Gerber, HTD really 
was a cry-baby book. Howard the 
Duck on the edge of despair. Story 
after story where he’s ground 
down by this vast vegematic we call 
life, and then put sadistically back 
together again and made to suffer 
more. Howard has. wallowed in 
self-indulgent despair and nega- 
tivity and callow unconcern long 
enough! The character has vast 
potential for continued growth, 
and the last few Gerber issues left 
the door open for just such an evo- 
lution. I hope you pick up on it). 


what you'll do in a more mature 
format, and what a Michael Gold- 
en duck looks like. 1 would avoid 
bringing back 
Gerber’s characters and concen- 
trate on creating your own. Good 
luck. 


Bill’s villains versus our fowl. So 
what do you think of Jackpot— 
the One-Armed Bandit, 
Chicken, 
issue’s Eggs-Men? 


face of certain death, Bill intends 
to bring out some of the more 
mellow, 
Howard’s character. You rightly 
pointed ‘out that Howard seemed 
only able to relate through anger. 
Bill’s feeling is that anger—while a 
vital part of any characterization— 
is limiting and, in the end, self- 
destructive, 
those crybaby elements you and 
Neal noted in the strip. So, in 
rounding out Howard’s character, 
Bill felt a touch of passivity was 
needed at just that moment. But, 
as we promised to be totally honest 
in this column, Bill has asked for 
one line or two to get something 
off his chest. Here it is. Readers 
please note: 

“I AM NOT STEVE GERBER!” 


yet another indication of the uses 
of anger as therapy. 


free-associations. 
those round holes out of your 
square pegs as you file from the 
room. Class will resume in sixty 
days sharp. Please be prompt. 


Part of me, however, was very 


disappointed that Howard didn’t 
rip Dr. Bong apart, that Bong 
didn’t melt like the Wicked Witch 
of the West when he reached a cer- 
tain pitch; that he wasn’t impaled 
on a stak 
me appreciated the non-Marvelese, 
nonviolent ending, and of course 

the possibility of Bong’s return, | 
with siblings. 


; etc. The other part of 


And you didn’t mention it, but I 


assume a marriage by a Russian 
fishing-trawler 
formed under duress, yet) isn’t 
valid in the USA. So everything is 
tied up, except Gerber never did 
tell us the second part of Dr. 
Bong’s origin. It would make-a 
nice feature for the HTD maga- 
zine, like a parody of the much-re- 
printed ‘‘Origin of Dr. Doom’? 
from 
FOUR ANNUAL #2. 


Captain (per- 


the famous FANTASTIC 


Anyway, I’m fascinated to see 


too many of 


Steven Alan Bennett 
687 Merton Avenue 

Akron, OH 44306 

By now, Steve, you'll have seen 
Mr. 
Chair-Thing and this 


As for Howard’s passivity in the 


thoughtful sides of 


leading to exactly 


Thank you, Bill. There you have 


That about raps up this month’s 
Please take all 


Howard doesn't like to be kept 


waiting. Homework should be sent 
to: Wise Quacks q 


Marvel Magazine Group 
575 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 , 
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Tis th to 
an Xmas extravaganza direct from Cleveland! 
"3 Christmas for Carol" 
Plus: 
A fabulous feature 
on the life 


and times of our 
disoriented Duck! 


Wauughing your way in mid-December! 3 


iD) racula, lord of the undead, begs leave to announce a 
new environment for his singular activities. 


he Count now inhabits the netherworld of large 64- 

page Marvel bimonthly magazines in his true colors (if 
you will)—chilling, mysterious black and white. 

is activities are masterfully being chronicled by Marv 

Wolfman and Gene Colan, with visits from Tom 
Palmer, Steve Ditko and Bob McLeod. 


A. your favorite comics shop or newsstand .. . 


ORO 


DRACULA 


VISIT THE MOST EXCITING NEW | 
CORNER OF THE MARVEL UNIVERSE. 


STAN LEE PRESENTS THE 
ULTIMATE COMICS-FANTASY 
TRIP! THE MOST BEAUTI- 
FUL COMICS MAGA- 
ZINES EVER PRODUCED 
SHOWCASE THE EN- 
CHANTING, THRILL- 
ING, HILARIOUS, 
FOREBODING 
QUEST INTO 


HAVE THE 
FIRST 2 IN- 
STALLMENTS 
OF THIS FULL- 
COLOR EPIC, 
RUSH TO YOGR LO- 
CAL COMIC SHOP & 
FINDTHEMIFYOUCAN! 


MARVEL SUPER SPECIAL #13 
-ON SALE NOW! 
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Feeling the burden of 
running to your newsstand 


every other month, waiting Th ~—W 
NE: 
q 1 


for it to open, saying hello to 
the shop owner, plowing 
through the crossword- 
puzzle books, finding an un- 
mutilated copy of... 


...and then 
worrying about 
getting it home 
safe and clean and 
dry??? 


Chris Browne...Rudy Nebres... Trina Robbins...Ernie Colc 
“ichard ¢ Corben. .Stan Lee.. The Brofivers psurtabsetaabiadle Tir 


ee NS) 


9g 

Alfredo Alcala.. Vall Mayerick.. .Marv Wolfman.. . Art Suyd 
lim Conrad...Ray Rue...Carl Potts...Richard Corben...Ho\ 
ichael William Kaluta... Jim Starlin... The Brothers Hildebr 
lob Larkin... Wendy Pini...Phillipe Druillet... John Buscema 
Ralph Bakshi... Harvey Kurizman...Stan Lee...Craig Russel 
Marv Wolfman...Bob Aull...Tim Conrad...Bobby London 
im Starlin...Ron Goulart... Leopold Duranona... Jeff Jones 
Ralph Bakshi...Charles Vess...Bob Larkin... Alfredo Alcalc 
Val Mayerick...Roy Thomas...Michael William Kaluta...He 
he Brothers Hildebranat...Peter Ledger... Howard Chaykir 
.Stan Lee...Richard Corben...Leopold Duranona...Jim St 
ion Goulart... Craig Russell.. Art Suydam. -Charles Vess.. 
.Bob Larkin... Bobby Lo Kurizma 
lalph Bakshi...Ernie Col ees areces Selah alee leaded 

eff Jones... Brothers Hilde ene ee ten eiineeeoaene 

Phillipe Druillet... Joe JyRaAt atari inataE ly Nebri 


I Gul Art Suy dar eeeaeteeera ata Loci 

jul Gulacy... uy’ color quarterly album aa Ledger.. 
foward Chaykin...Trina Meee eene. coi MORES JUSkO. 
Alfredo Alcala... Val MaYerick les Vess.. 
ohn Buscema... Stan Lee.. ‘Bobby iandon.. .Bob Aull...Ra' 
Wendy Pini... Phillipe Druillet... Alfredo Alcala... Tim Conre 
»... Val Mayerick... Leopold Duranona.. -Marv Wolfman.. Tr 
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REWARD $3,000.00 
OR THIS PENNY! 


OUR COIN CAT- 
N ALOGUE TELLS We'll Pay You $3,000.00 For A 1943 
YoU HOWTO Copper Penny Like this One; 


SHIP COINS 
RT, ‘OIN: yal 
TOUSAND | cus cer cence eee eat00 0b 
H QUICKLY Sive Dota Before 1964 
Hal liars re 7 
Ve | 
jimes Before 1 
FOR COINS! SEND Quarters Before 1967 


FOR IT TODAY! 


Half Cents Before 1910. 
Lincoln Pennies Before 1973... . 


Stoo spending valuable coins worth hundreds of 
dollars. New 1979 catalogue with NEW HIGHER 
PRICES, lists hundreds of coins we want to buy and 
gives the price range we will pay for these United 
States Coins. Certain half cent coins are worth up 
to $3,500.00 for Canadian Coins. Our valuable Coin 
Book may reward you many thousands of dollars. 
Coins do not have to be old to be valuable. Thou- 
sands of dollars have been paid for coins dated as 
recently as 1940 to 1956. Now you too can learn 
the rare dates and how to identify rare coins in your 
possession with our new 1979 catalogue. A fortune 
may be waiting for you. Millions of Dollars have 
been paid for rare coins. Send your order for this 
valuable coin catalogue now. Hold on to your coins 
until you obtain our catalogue. Send $2.00 plus 50¢ 
postage and handling for pee--eeeeee ey 
1979 Coin Cataloque tO: J Best Values Co., Dept. D355 


Best \ Values Co, 5 Dest, D 160 Amhe: 07019 
Os 


1 
1 
$500,000 SEARCH ’ 
1 
I 


FOR RARE COINS! 
OLD and NEW! ns 
MAIL MONEY-SAVING NO-RISK 4 Your Money Will Ge Refunded in ul 


If You Are Not Satisfied With This Catalogue 


FREE TRIAL COUPON NOW! — Lecce ane cs ae we oe me oe ee es ed 


ADDRESS 


